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	1795
	Born in Ecclefechan, Scotland, of poor Calvinists who teach him frugality and discipline. He is the oldest of nine children. His father, recognizing Thomas's unusual ability, gives him a good education.

	1809
	Finishes Annan Grammar School, then walks ninety miles to enter Edinburgh University, where he plans to prepare for the ministry.

	1814
	Leaves Edinburgh University without a degree. Teaches mathematics at Annan Academy and other grammar schools. Devours German literature and philosophy.

	1818-1822
	Undergoes spiritual crisis. Abandoning the Christian faith, he converts to believe in a secular order to the universe.

	1823-1824
	His first important work, "The Life of Schiller," appears in the London Magazine.

	1824
	His translation of Goethe's Wilhelm Meister appears in the London Magazine.

	1826
	Marries Jane Baillie Welsh, the popular daughter of a doctor.

	1828
	Moves to a farm at Craigenputtock to econimize; continues writing for periodicals.

	1829
	Publishes "Signs of the Times" in the Edinburgh Review, assessing the spirit of the age.

	1831
	Writes Sartor Resartus, his spiritual autobiography, but cannot find a publisher. A unique work, combining novel, essay and autobiography, it is partially published in Fraser's Magazine. Publishes "Characteristics" in theEdinburgh Review. Meets John Stuart Mill, the intellectual and essayist who refined Jeremy Bentham'sutilitarianism.

	1832
	Ralph Waldo Emerson visits Carlyle at Craigenputtock.

	1834
	Moves to London; begins work on The French Revolution

	1835
	Completes first volume of The French Revolution and lends the manuscript to John Stuart Mill to read. Unfortunately, Mill's servant uses it to kindle a fire, destroying the work and all the notes.

	1836
	Emerson arranges the American publication of Sartor Resartus.

	1837
	Completes and publishes both volumes of The French Revolution.

	1838
	Publishes Sartor Resartus in England.

	1840-1847
	Delivers a series of important lectures, among them "Heroes and Hero Worship" (1840), "Chartism" (1840), and "Past and Present" (1843).

	1845
	Publishes his edition of The Letters and Speeches of Oliver Cromwell.

	1850
	Publishes Latter Day Pamphlets.

	1858-1865
	Writes The History of Friedrich II of Prussia, Called Frederick the Great.

	1866
	Returns to Scotland to deliver the inaugural address as lord rector of Edinburgh University. His wife dies, wherupon Carlyle finds and edits her diary. He grieves; he goes on to write very little.

	1874
	Accepts the Prussian Order of Merit from Bismarck, but refuses an English baronetcy from Disraeli.

	1881
	Dies and is buried near his family in Ecclefechan churchyard.



Charles Dickens: A Chronology of his Life
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	1812
	Born on Friday, 7 February at Landport, a suburb of Portsmouth to John, a clerk in the navy pay-office attached to the dockyard, and Elizabeth Dickens.

	1814
	Father transferred to London with family.

	1816
	Father transferred to Chatham with family.
First gets some schooling, although already an avid reader.

	1821
	Reforms in the Admiralty lose his father his post and most of his incorne. Family moves to a house in Camden Town, London.

	1824
	Father arrested for debt February 2 and consigned to the Marshalsea, where family joins him. Separated from family and put to work at Warren's Blacking Factory at Hungerford Market, CD walks four miles to and from lodgings in Camden Town; visits his father on Sundays at prison. Eventually family finds him lodging in Lant Street close to them. After father's release on May 28, family returns to Camden Town. Attends day school in Hampstead Road, London.

	1827
	Taken from school; becomes office boy of an attorney; decides to become a journalist.

	1829
	Free-lance reporter at Doctor's Commons Courts.

	1830
	Meets and falls in love with Maria Beadnell.

	1831
	Acts as parliamentary reporter during Reform Bill agitation.

	1833
	His love affair with Maria Beadnell ends. His first published story, "Dinner at Poplar Walk," appears in Monthly Magazine.

	1834
	Working as newspaper reporter, adopts the pseudonym "Boz." Father once again arrested for debt; Charles comes to his aid.

	1835
	Becomes engaged to Catherine Hogarth, daughter of his friend George Hogarth, an editor.

	1836
	· His first series of Sketches by Boz published; receives 150 pounds for the copyright.
· First number of Pickwick Papers appears on 30 March.
· Marries Catherine Hogarth on 2 April.
· Becomes editor of Bentley's Miscellany. Publishes in December the second series of Sketches by Boz.
· Meets John Forster, who will become a close friend and his first biographer.

	1837
	· Begins Oliver Twist, continues in monthly parts in Bentley's Miscellany.
· Catherine's younger sister Mary, whom he idolizes, dies.
· Catherine bears a son Charles, the first of seven sons and three daughters.
· Pickwick Papers finishes.

	1838
	Begins Nicholas Nickleby

	1839
	Resigns as editor of Bentley's Miscellany. Last part of Oliver Twist appears in April. Nicholas Nicklebyfinishes in October.

	1840
	First number of Master Humphrey's Clock, which becomes his next two stories, appears. Begins The Old Curiosity Shop.

	1841
	Finishes The Old Curiosity Shop in February. Begins Barnaby Rudge, which continues through November.

	1842
	Travels through Canada and the United States. American Notes appears in October, creating a furor in America.

	1843
	Begins Martin Chuzzlewit. A Christmas Carol, the first of his Christmas books, appears in December.

	1844
	Tours Italy with family. Returns to London in December, when The Chimes is published. Leaves London for Genoa.

	1845
	Debut of his amateur theatrical company. The Cricket and the Hearth published. Returns to England in July.

	1846
	Begins Dombey and Son, which runs until April 1848. With family travels to Lausanne, then Paris. The Battle of Life appears in December.

	1847
	Returns to England.

	1848
	Writes autobiographical fragment. Directs and acts in amateur theatricals.
Publishes final Christmas book, The Haunted Man, in December.

	1849
	David Copperfield begins running.

	1850
	David Copperfield finishes in November. Founds and edits the weekly Household Words.

	1851
	Begins work on Bleak House.

	1852
	Bleak House begins to appear monthly.

	1853
	Bleak House ends in September. Tours Italy with Augustus Egg and Wilkie Collins. Returns to England. Gives the first of many public readings from his own works. Summers in Boulogne.

	1854
	Hard Times appears weekly in Household Words until August. With family spends summer and fall in Boulogne.

	1855
	With family travels to Paris in October. Little Dorrit begins to appear monthly.

	1856
	Collaborates with Wilkie Collins on a play, The Frozen Deep. Purchases Gad's Hill, an estate he had admired as a child.

	1857
	Little Dorrit ends in June. With family spends summer at renovated Gad's Hill. Hans Christian Anderson, whose fairy tales Dickens admires greatly, visits. His theatrical company performs The Frozen Deep for the Queen. Falls in love with Ellen Ternan, a young actress.

	1858
	In London, undertakes his first public readings for pay. Quarrels with Thackeray. Separates from Catherine.

	1859
	His London readings continue. Begins new weekly, All the Year Round. A Tale of Two Cities appears, continues through November.

	1860
	His family takes up residence at Gad's Hill. Burns many personal letters. Great Expectations begins to appear weekly.

	1861
	Embarks on yet another series of public readings in London. Great Expectations finishes in August.

	1862
	His public readings continue.

	1863
	Continues public readings in Paris and London. Reconciles with Thackeray just before the latter's death.

	1864
	Our Mutual Friend begins to appear monthly. Health begins to fail, much because of over work.

	1865
	Railway accident badly shakes him and Ellen Ternan. Our Mutual Friend ends in November.

	1866
	Continues public readings in England and Scotland.

	1867
	Continues public readings in England and Ireland. Unwell but carries on, against doctor's advice. Embarks on an American reading tour.

	1868
	Finishes his American reading tour. His health worsens, but takes additional duties at All the Year Round.

	1869
	Continues readings in England, Scotland, and Ireland. Shows symptoms of mild stroke; provincial readings canceled. Begins The Mystery of Edwin Drood.

	1870
	His final public readings take place in London. Suffers a stroke on June 8 at Gad's Hill, after a full day's work. Dies on June 9, and is buried at Westminster Abbey on June 14. Last of his unfinishedMystery of Edwin Drood appears in September.




Chronology of life of Charles Darwin
John van Wyhe, Fellow, National University of Singapore; Researcher, History & philosophy of science, Cambridge University.
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[Clicking on the titles of Darwin's works will take you to their full text at Project Gutenberg and other sites.]
1809-12 February Born at Shrewsbury.
1818 begins schooling at Shrewsbury School.
1825-27 Attends Edinburgh University.
1827 27 March Contributed two scientific papers to the radical student Plinian Society.
1827-31 Attends Christ's College, Cambridge University (image).
1829 Entomological tour of northern Wales with Prof. F.W. Hope.
1831 August Geological tour of North Wales with Prof. Adam Sedgwick.
1831 29 August Receives letter with offer to sail on H.M.S. Beagle.
1831 27 December H.M.S. Beagle sails from Devonport.
1832 23 September Darwin finds his first significant fossiles.
1835 September studies the natural history of the Galapagos Islands.
1836 2 October H.M.S. Beagle returns to England.
1837 31 May Reads his theoretical paper on coral reef formation to London Geological Society.
1837 Begins first notebook on "Transmutation of Species".
1838 July Begins further notebooks on man and materialism.
1838 September First formulates theory of evolution by natural selection.
1839 29 January Marries cousin Emma Wedgwood.
1842 published The structure and distribution of coral reefs; moves to Down
1844 Robert Chambers' Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation published anonymously. Darwin published Geological Observations on the Volcanic Islands, visited during the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle
1845 publishes Journal of Researches into the Natural History and Geology of the Countries visited during the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle round the World
1846 Begins eight-year study of barnacles. Publishes Geological Observations on South America
1858 18 June Receives letter from Alfred Russel Wallace discussing very similar theory of evolution prompts Darwin to go public at last.
1858 July Papers by Darwin and Wallace, announcing theory of evolution through natural selection, read in absentia at Linnaean Society, London.
1858 20 July Begins writing Origin of Species.
1859 19 March Finished writing Origin of Species.
1859 24 November Origin of Species published, all 1,250 copies sold on first day.
1865 publishes The Movements and Habits of Climbing Plants
1868 publishes The Variation of Animals and Plants Under Domestication
1871 Publishes The Descent of Man.
1872 Publishes The Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals.
1876 Publishes The Effects of Cross and Self Fertilisation in the Vegetable Kingdom
1877 publishes "A Biographical Sketch of an Infant" & The Different Forms of Flowers on Plants of the Same Species
1881 Publishes The Formation of Vegetable Mould Through the Action of Worms, with Observations on Their Habits.
1882 Dies at Down House, buried in Westminster Abbey.

A John Keats Chronology
Glenn Everett, Associate Professor of English, University of Tennessee at Martin
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	1795
	born eldest child. Father (Thomas) manager of a livery stable.

	1803-11
	attends John Clarke's school in Enfield, 12 miles north of London.

	1804
	father dies; mother remarries. Keats, his brothers, and sister go to live with mother's parents in Enfield.

	1810
	mother dies of tuberculosis.

	1811-15
	apprenticed to Thomas Hammond, an apothecary-surgeon.

	1814
	writes first poetry.

	1815
	enters Guy's Hospital, London, for further medical training.

	1816
	accelerated poetic activity. Meets Leigh Hunt, Benjamin Haydon, & John Hamilton Reynolds.

	1817
	Poems. Meets Benjamin Bailey, Charles Dilke, Charles Brown, and Wordsworth.

	1818
	Endymion. Brother George and bride emigrate to America. Meets Fanny Brawne. Throughout the autumn, nursing his brother Tom, who dies of tuberculosis in December. Walking tour of northern England and Scotland. Moves into Wentworth Place with Charles Brown.

	1819
	writes the poems which place him among the English poets, including the great odes. Fanny Brawne and her family move into the other half of Wentworth Place.

	1820
	Lamia, Isabella, The Eve of St. Agnes, and Other Poems. Severe hemorrhage in the lungs; moves to Rome.

	1821
	dies.




Wordsworth Chronology
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1770         born April 7 to John and Anne (Cookson) Wordsworth, second of five.
1778         mother dies; William goes to Hawkshead Grammar School.
1783         father dies.
1787         goes up to St. John's College, Cambridge.
1789         An Evening Walk       .
1790        walking tour of France, Switzerland, and Germany.
1791         graduates; goes to France; meets and has an affair with Annette Vallon.
1792         (illegitimate) daughter Caroline born.
1793         returns to England to earn money; Anglo-French War prevents his return to France until 1802. Descriptive Sketches.
1794         reunited with Dorothy.
1795        inherits legacy of £900. Meets Coleridge.
1797        William and his sister Dorothy move to Alfoxden to be near Coleridge.
1798         Lyrical Ballads       .
1798-99         The Wordsworths travel to Germany with Coleridge.
1799         William and Dorothy settle in the Lake district, at Dove Cottage, Grasmere.
1800        Lyrical Ballads         revised, Preface added.
1802        visits the Vallons at Calais. After receiving a much-delayed inheritance, marries Mary Hutchinson. Sonnets Dedicated to National Independence and Liberty.
1803        son John born. (Four more children by 1810.)
1805         The Prelude finished. Brother John lost at sea.
1807        Poems in Two Volumes
1809         The Convention of Cintra.
1810         quarrel with Coleridge.
1812         children Thomas and Caroline die.
1813         moves to Rydal Mount, between Grasmere and Rydal Water; appointed Distributor of Stamps for Westmorland (£400/year).
1814         The Excursion
1815         The White Doe of Rylstone; Preface to Lyrical Ballads revised.
1819         Peter Bell and The Waggoner.
1820         We Are Seven and The River Duddon (sonnets).
1822         Ecclesiastical Sketches
1825         Yarrow Revisited, and Other Poems.
1828         tours the Rhineland with Coleridge.
1839         Oxford confers honorary Doctor of Civil Law degree.
1842         Poems, Chiefly of Early and Late Years.
1843         named Poet Laureate.
1847         daughter Dora dies.
1850         dies (April 23). The Prelude

A Shelley Chronology
Glenn Everett, Associate Professor of English, University of Tennessee at Martin
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	1792
	born Horsham, Sussex, August 4, eldest son of Timothy Shelley.

	1802-4
	at Sion House Academy.

	1804-10
	at Eton.

	1810
	enters University College, Oxford.

	1811
	expelled for refusing to acknowledge or deny authorship of The Necessity of Atheism. Elopes with Harriet Westbrook; estranged from his father.

	1812
	in Ireland, campaigning for reform.

	1813
	Queen Mab. Daughter Ianthe born June 28.

	1814
	meets Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin; they elope in July to Switzerland. Son Charles born to Harriet November 30.

	1815
	daughter born to Mary (Feb. 22) lives only a few days. Percy's grandfather, Sir Bysshe Shelley, dies leaving him £1000/year. Father made a baronet.

	1816
	"Alastor." Son William born to Mary (Jan 24). The Shelleys living in Geneva, Percy meeting Byron daily. Harriet commits suicide in November. Percy marries Mary at the end of December.

	1817
	loses custody of his children by Harriet. Daughter Clara born Sept. 2.

	1818
	The Revolt of Islam. Moves to Italy for his health. Clara dies Sept. 24. Mary completes Frankenstein.

	1819
	The Cenci. June 7, William dies. Percy Florence born Nov. 12.

	1820
	Prometheus Unbound. Family moves to Pisa. Percy meets Emiliana Vivani

	1821
	"Epipsychidion" and "Adonais." Byron moves to Pisa.

	1822
	Shelley drowns (July 8) near Lerici, Italy, when his small sailboat sinks in a storm.

	1824
	The Witch of Atlas and The Triumph of Life published.

	1839
	Poetical Works.

	1840
	"Defence of Poetry."




A Samuel Taylor Coleridge Chronology
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1772 born (Oct. 21) at Ottery St. Mary's, Devonshire.
1781 father dies.
1782-91 at Christ's Hospital (school). [See Lamb, "Christ's Hospital Five- and-Thirty years Ago."]
1789 reads Bowles's Sonnets.
1790-91 brother Luke and sister Ann die.
1791-94 at Cambridge.
1793 in love with Mary Evans; enlists in the 15th Dragoons.
1794 returns to Cambridge; meets Southey. Engaged to Sara Fricker. Meets Godwin. STC and Southey plan a "Pantisocracy."
1795 meets Wordsworth. Marries Sara Fricker.
1796 Poems on Various Subjects. Son Hartley born. Coleridge moves to Nether Stowey. First takes opium.
1796-97 preaching at various Unitarian chapels.
1797 with Wordsworth at Nether Stowey. Begins The Ancient Mariner.
1798 Lyrical Ballads, with Wordsworth. Wedgewoods give Coleridge £150 annuity. Visits Germany with Wordsworth. Writes "Kubla Khan."
1799 meets Sara Hutchinson. Tours the Lake district.
1799-1802 writes political leaders for Morning Post.
1801 health breaks down; opium again.
1802 "Dejection, an Ode." Daughter Sara born.
1803 tours Scotland with W. & Dorothy Wordsworth.
1804 in Malta and Sicily. Private secretary to Alex. Ball, High Commissioner at
Malta.
1805 appointed Acting Public Secretary in Malta.
1806 returns to England; D. Wordsworth "shocked" at his condition.
1808 separates from wife.
1809-10 The Friend.
1810 quarrel with Wordsworth. Heavily addicted to opium.
1811 Josiah Wedgewood withdraws half STC's annuity.
1811-12 Lectures on Shakespeare.
1812 reconciled to Wordsworth.
1812-13 lectures on Belles Lettres.
1814 in the care of Dr. Daniel for opium addiction. Lectures in Bristol. Turns from Unitarianism to Anglicanism.
1814-16 financial difficulties.
1816 settles at Highgate with Dr. James Gilman. Christabel and Kubla Khan.
1817 Biographia Literaria and Lay Sermons.
1819 more Lectures on Shakespeare.
1825 Aids to Reflection. Appointed Associate of the Royal Society of Literature, begins receiving £125 annuity.
1826-34 "Highgate Thursdays."
1828 continental tour with Wordsworth.
1830 Constitution of Church and State.
1834 dies July 25.
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1775 born Steventon, Hampshire, the seventh of eight children.
1795 writing "Elinor and Marianne" (which became Sense and Sensibility ).
1796-7 writing "First Impressions" (which became Pride and Prejudice).
1798 writing Susan (which became Northanger Abbey ).
1801 family moves to Bath. Jane and Cassandra meet Rev. Blackall; he dies before he and Jane can become formally engaged.
1803 Susan sold to a publisher, but remains unpublished.
1804 father dies.
1806 family moves to Southampton.
1809 Jane, Cassandra, and their mother move back to Hampshire, to a comfortable cottage provide by their brother Edward.
1811 Sense and Sensibility published.
1811-3 writing Mansfield Park.
1813 Pride and Prejudice published.
1814 Mansfield Park published.
1814-5 writing Emma.
1815-6 writing Persuasion.
1816 Emma published. Henry Austen goes bankrupt; Jane contracts her fatal illness.
1817 dies.
1818 Northanger Abbey and Persuasion published together.

Chronology of Virginia Woolf's Life
1882 January 25, Adeline Virginia Stephen born at 22 Hyde Park Gate, London, third child and second daughter of Leslie Stephen and Julia (Jackson) Duckworth Stephen. Her sister Vanessa is 2 ½, her brother Thoby is 1 ½, and there are three siblings by her parents’ previous marriages: the Duckworths, George, age, 13, Stella, age 12, and Gerald, age 11; and Laura Stephen, age 11. Her parents will have one more child, Adrian, in October 1883.
In November 1882, Leslie Stephen becomes editor of the Dictionary of National Biography, a position he will hold for the next 9 years, editing the articles of the first 26 volumes (there will be 63 total), writing 378 entries himself (Lee 99).
1895 May 5, Julia Stephen dies, aged 49. Virginia’s first breakdown is that summer.
1897 Stella Duckworth marries Jack Hills April 10, dies of peritonitis July 19, aged 28.
1899 Thoby Stephen enters Trinity College, Cambridge, where he becomes friends with Lytton Strachey, Saxon Sydney-Turner, Clive Bell, and Leonard Woolf (all first-year students).
1904 Feb 22 Sir Leslie Stephen dies of cancer (he had been knighted in 1902). Virginia has her second breakdown that summer, and is ill the rest of the year. Vanessa, Thoby, and Adrian move into 46 Gordon Square (Bloomsbury).
1905 Thoby starts "Thursday Evenings" for his Cambridge friends and others (beginning of "Bloomsbury Group"), and Vanessa organises "Friday Club" for painters. Virginia begins writing book reviews and articles for various journals (30 essays in 1905 alone), including the Anglo-Catholic clerical paper the Guardian, Cornhill Magazine (which her father had edited), and most significantly the Times Literary Supplement (TLS). Woolf’s published works during her lifetime included seven volumes of essays.
1906 Vanessa, Virginia, and Violet Dickinson meet Thoby and Adrian in Greece in September. When they return, Thoby and Vanessa are sick, and Thoby dies of typhoid fever on November 20, aged 26. OnNovember 22 Vanessa agrees to marry Clive Bell.
1907 Feb 7 Vanessa marries Clive Bell; they continue to live in 46 Gordon Square, and in April Virginia and Adrian move into 29 Fitzroy Square (not a successful move).
1911 Virginia moves into shared housing at 38 Brunswick Square, with Adrian, Duncan Grant, Maynard Keynes, and Leonard Woolf (all members of Bloomsbury group).
1912 Leonard proposes to Virginia in January, she is ill in February and March, accepts his proposal May 29, and they marry August 10; she is 30, he is 31.
Virginia has a major breakdown in the summer, attempts suicide in September, and is not fully restored to health until 1915.
1914 War declared (WWI)
1915 Virginia and Leonard move to Hogarth House, Richmond (near London) and decide to buy a printing press. The Voyage Out is published in March by Gerald Duckworth’s publishing house.
1916 Vanessa and her household move to Charleston, Firle (in Sussex).
1917 April The printing press is delivered to Hogarth House. Their first publication is Two Stories: "A Mark on the Wall" [by VW] and "Three Jews" [by LW]. Later that year Virginia begins the diary she will keep the rest of her life.
1918 Nov 11 Armistice Day (end of WWI).
1919 September Virginia and Leonard move to Monk’s House, Rodmell (in Sussex). Night and Day is published in October by the Hogarth Press, which will publish all of her subsequent books (16 total, plus The Voyage Out).
1922 Jacob’s Room published. Virginia meets Vita Sackville-West in December.
1924 March Virginia and Leonard move to 52 Tavistock Square. 
"Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Brown" published.  Mrs. Dalloway in progress.  Friendship with Vita Sackville-West becomes more important.  From 1924 till Woolf's death, the Hogarth Press publishes all of Sackville-West's fiction.
1925 The Common Reader published in April, Mrs. Dalloway in May. Virginia collapses at Charleston in August and is unwell for four months.   In December, Woolf spends three nights at Vita's home Long Barn, and Vita wrote her husband Harold Nicolson: "I have gone to bed with her."  (This is Woolf's only documented sexual relationship with a woman.)  Woolf begins writing To the Lighthouse. 
1926  Writing To the Lighthouse.  Vita gives the Woolfs a dog (Pinker), later the model for Flush.
1927 To the Lighthouse completed in January, published in May.
1928 Orlando published in October. Virginia, accompanied by Vita, delivers the two lectures at Cambridge women’s colleges that will become A Room of One’s Own. Vita begins an affair with Mary Campbell; the relationship with Virginia cools,
1929 "Women and Fiction" published in a journal in March, then much revised as A Room of One’s Own, published in October.
1931 The Waves published in October.
1932 Jan 21 Lytton Strachey dies
1933 Flush published in October.
1934 Sept 9 Roger Fry dies.
1936 Virginia finishes The Years and collapses in April, is unwell until May and again from June to October.
1937 The Years published in March. Julian Bell (Vanessa’s older son) leaves in June to drive an ambulance in the Spanish Civil War; dies on July 18, aged 29.
1938 Three Guineas is published in June.
1939 Britain declares war on Germany. Virginia and Leonard move to their Sussex home (Rodmell) permanently (Vanessa moves permanently to Charleston).
1940 Roger Fry published in July. Blitz of London begins in July: in September, Vanessa’s studio in Fitzroy St. is destroyed by a bomb, and Virginia and Leonard’s apartment in Mecklenburgh Square is severely damaged.
1941 Virginia finishes Between the Acts, becomes ill in March with anxiety and depression. Drowns herself in the River Ouse on 28 March. Her body is found three weeks later and cremated 21 April.
1961 7 April Vanessa Bell dies at Charleston.
1969 Leonard Woolf dies
1996 Quentin Bell dies

A Chronology of Jonathan Swift's Life
1667        Jonathan Swift born on November 30 in Dublin, Ireland; the son of Anglo-Irish parents. His father dies a few months before Swift is born.

1673        At the age of six, Swift begins his education at Kilkenny Grammar School, which was, at the time, the best in Ireland.

1682-1686         Swift attends, and graduates from, Trinity College, Dublin

1688        William of Orange invades England, initiating the Glorious Revolution in England. With Dublin in political turmoil, Trinity College is closed, and Swift goes to England.

1689        Swift becomes secretary in the household of Sir William Temple at Moor Park in Surrey. Swift reads extensively in Temple's library, and meets Esther Johnson, who will become his "Stella." He first begins to suffer from Meniere's Disease, a disturbance of the inner ear.

1690        At the advice of his doctors, Swift returns to Ireland.

1691        Swift, back with Temple in England, visits Oxford.

1692        Temple enables Swift to receive an M. A. degree from Oxford, and Swift publishes first poem.

1694        Swift leaves Temple's household and returns to Ireland to take holy orders.

1695        Swift ordained as a priest in the Church of Ireland, the Irish branch of the Anglican Church.

1696-1699        Swift returns to Moor Park, and composes most of A Tale of a Tub, his first great work. In 1699 Temple dies, and Swift travels to Ireland as chaplain and secretary to the Earl of Berkeley.

1700        Swift instituted Vicar of Laracor, and presented to the Prebend of Dunlavin in St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin.

1701        Swift awarded D. D. from Dublin University, and publishes his first political pamphlet, supporting the Whigs against the Tories.

1704        Anonymous publication of Swift's A Tale of a Tub, The Battle of the Books, and The Mechanical Operation of the Spirit.

1707        Swift in London as emissary of Irish clergy seeking remission of tax on Irish clerical incomes. His requests are rejected by the Whig government. He meets Esther Vanhomrigh, who will become his "Vanessa." During the next few years he is back and forth between Ireland and England, where he is involved in the highest political circles.

1708        Swift meets Addison and Steele, and publishes the Bickerstaff Papers and An Argument Against Abolishing Christianity.

1710        Swift returns to England. Publication of "A Description of a City Shower." Swift falls out with Whigs, allies himself with the Tories, and becomes editor of the Tory newspaper The Examiner.

1710        Swift writes the series of letters which will be published as The Journal to Stella.

1713        Swift installed as Dean of St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin.

1714        Foundation of Scriblerus Club. Queen Anne dies, George I takes the throne, the Tories fall from power, and Swift's hopes for preferment in England come to an end: he returns to Ireland "to die," as he says, "like a poisoned rat in a hole."

1716        Swift marries? Stella (Esther Johnson).

1718        Swift begins to publish tracts on Irish problems.

1720        Swift begins work upon Gulliver's Travels, intended, as he says in a letter to Pope, "to vex the world, not to divert it."

1724        Publication of The Drapier Letters, which gain him enormous 1725 popularity in Ireland. Gullivers Travels completed.

1726        Visit to England, where he visits with Pope at Twickenham; publication of Gulliver's Travels.

1727        Swift's Last trip to England.

1727-1736         Publication of five volumes of Swift-Pope Miscellanies.

1728        Death of Stella.

1729        Publication of Swift's A Modest Proposal.

1731        Publication of Swift's "A Beautiful Young Nymph Going to Bed."

1735        Collected edition of Swift's Works published in Dublin; Swift is suffering from Meniere's Disease, resulting in periods of dizziness and nausea, and his memory is deteriorating.

1738        Swift slips gradually into senility, and suffers a paralytic stroke.

1742        Guardians appointed to care for Swift's affairs.

1745        Swift dies on October 19. The following is Yeats's poetic version (a very free translation) of the Latin epitaph which Swift composed for himself:

Savage indignation there
Cannot lacerate his breast.
Imitate him if you dare,
World-besotted traveller; he
Served human liberty.


FRANCIS BACON TIMELINE
1561:
Francis Bacon was born.
1573:
Entered Trinity College, Cambridge
1576:
Entered Gray's Inn with his brother Anthony
1579:
Sudden death of his father
1582:
Appointed as outer barister at Gray's Inn.
1584:
Took a seat in parliament for Dorsetshire.
1591:
Became confidential advisor to the earl of Essex.
1597:
Published essays
1603:
Queen Elizabeth died and was succeeded by James I in whose service Bacon flourished greatly.
1607:
Received office of solicitor.
1608:
Named treasurer of Gray's Inn.
1613:
Became Attorney General.
1617:
Was appointed as the temporary Regent of England
1618:
Made Lord Chancellor
1620:
Published Novum Organum.
1621:
Charged of corruption, sentenced and fined.
1623:
Published De Augmentis Scientiarum
1624:
Published Apothegms.
1626:
Died of Pneumonia




image2.gif
Tefore Pictoria: Selected Authors from
B The VIcToRIan Web o e e ot Creries




image3.gif
THE TUDORS

Haryo
o
prr—
o G
- = ana
of Seotlind Margaret, Bewy VI et
s g U
-
sy |
e 7 iy
Ry
| Boryt
sy st =y
e Qs
et RS e
v frey
sz exaened 1567 ‘
samest —
e o
Nlm g = Demmark
!—‘—\ Enaue
Qi s ER
freo pheton [
mant iy
o o Eans

Olire Cromwel, Lord Protector of the Con monweakh
16250

l

_— o - Bt
Ghartest oy = * Haonr
106035
Mayel  gmem ey
Modew 16058 Fresan
oot | a1
Maryn
s 15681604
(meon
Preser) e
fizect) )
Chares Bt
(T Tomg Prteser;
Bosai Fice Clari)
20155 Gargel
ey .
HANOVERIANS
et
0
Freterik Lovis
B ol Wiles
T st
Sargem
it
™
Sargry D of st
e ok Vilia 1y Dk o Kent
1520 o) 15237 W 1620
King
1525
Vitorn = e Alerof
Py S Coburg Goth
e Bl e
Frewk = Vtors 2 194 21008 21350
opnsis | D100 ol Duches Fraces Dk of
atHesse Gt of Comngit
e Soblsrig-Holsvin
ssotto vt Loue Leopon
3,194 Duke of 21048 21653
Btk Duless  Dukeor
Kaber Villm 1 & Duke o S othmyl  Abay
of Germany Cobug-Gala
Gy
10 Beaie
2189
Friness Heary
of aeabers
Etmr v Gerpe 71
) e
icue 1535
Dk of
Vaatsor Exean

frevy





image1.gif
. The VicTorian Wel titeretores history, @ eulture in .




