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Here are Shakespeare’s most famous 50 quotes in no particular order:
1. To be, or not to be: that is the question. (Hamlet)
2. All the world’s a stage. (As You Like it)
3. Now is the winter of our discontent. (Richard III)
4. Is this a dagger which I see before me, the handle toward my hand? (Macbeth)
5. Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them. (Twelfth Night)
6. Cowards die many times before their deaths; the valiant never taste of death but once. (Julius Caesar)
7. Full fathom five thy father lies. (The Tempest)
8. A man can die but once. (Henry IV, Part 2)
9. How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is to have a thankless child! (King Lear)
10. If you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die? And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge? (The Merchant of Venice)
11. I am one who loved not wisely but too well. (Othello)
12. Life’s but a walking shadow, it is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing. (Macbeth)
13. Beware the Ides of March. (Julius Caesar)
14. Get thee to a nunnery. (Hamlet)
15. If music be the food of love play on. (Twelfth Night)
16. What’s in a name? A rose by any name would smell as sweet. (Romeo and Juliet)
17. As merry as the day is long. (Much Ado about Nothing)
18. All that glisters is not gold. (The Merchant of Venice)
19. Nothing will come of nothing. (King Lear)
20. The course of true love never did run smooth. (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)
21. Lord, what fools these mortals be! (A Midsummer Night’s dream)
22. There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so. (Hamlet)
23. A horse! a horse! my kingdom for a horse! (Richard III)
24. Come what come may, time and the hour runs through the roughest day. (Macbeth)
25. Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind; and therefore is winged Cupid painted blind. (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)
26. Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? (Sonnet 18)
27. Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit impediments. (Sonnet 116)
28. But, for my own part, it was Greek to me. (Julius Caesar)
29. Misery acquaints a man with strange bedfellows. (The Tempest)
30. This is very midsummer madness. (Twelfth Night)
31. Some Cupid kills with arrows, some with traps. (Much Ado about Nothing)
32. I cannot tell what the dickens his name is. (The Merry Wives of Windsor)
33. I am a man more sinned against than sinning. (King Lear)
34. Golden lads and girls all must, as chimney-sweepers, come to dust. (Cymbeline)

Sonnet 18
"Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?
Hamlet
To be, or not to be: that is the question". - (Act III, Scene I).
"Though this be madness, yet there is method in 't.". - (Act II, Scene II).
"There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so". - (Act II, Scene II).
"What a piece of work is man! how noble in reason! how infinite in faculty! in form and moving how express and admirable! in action how like an angel! in apprehension how like a god! the beauty of the world, the paragon of animals! ". - (Act II, Scene II).
"A little more than kin, and less than kind". - (Act I, Scene II).
"Brevity is the soul of wit". - (Act II, Scene II).
As You Like It
"All the world 's a stage- (Act II, Scene VII).
"Can one desire too much of a good thing?". - (Act IV, Scene I).
"The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a fool". - (Act V, Scene I).
King Richard III
"Now is the winter of our discontent". - (Act I, Scene I).
Romeo and Juliet
"O Romeo, Romeo! wherefore art thou Romeo?". - (Act II, Scene II).
"What's in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet". - (Act II, Scene II).
"Tempt not a desperate man". - (Act V, Scene III).
"For you and I are past our dancing days" . - (Act I, Scene V).
The Merchant of Venice
"But love is blind, and lovers cannot see".
"If you prick us, do we not bleed? if you tickle us, do we not laugh? if you poison us, do we not die? and if you wrong us, shall we not revenge?". - (Act III, Scene I).
"The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose". - (Act I, Scene III).
Measure for Measure
"Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good we oft might win, by fearing to attempt". - (Act I, Scene IV).
"Some rise by sin, and some by virtue fall". - (Act II, Scene I).
"The miserable have no other medicine but only hope". - (Act III, Scene I).
King Henry IV, Part I
"He will give the devil his due". - (Act I, Scene II).
"The better part of valour is discretion". - (Act V, Scene IV).
King Henry IV, Part II
"A man can die but once". - (Act III, Scene II).
King Henry the Sixth, Part I
"Delays have dangerous ends". - (Act III, Scene II).
"Of all base passions, fear is the most accursed". - (Act V, Scene II).
King Henry the Sixth, Part II
"Small things make base men proud". - (Act IV, Scene I).
"True nobility is exempt from fear". - (Act IV, Scene I).
Macbeth
"There 's daggers in men's smiles". - (Act II, Scene III).
"Fair is foul, and foul is fair". - (Act I, Scene I).
Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and then is heard no more: it is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing." - (Act V, Scene V).
King Lear
"I am a man more sinned against than sinning". - (Act III, Scene II).
Twelfth Night
"Be not afraid of greatness: some are born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them". - (Act II, Scene V).
The Tempest
"We are such stuff as dreams are made on, rounded with a little sleep".
King Henry the Fifth
"Men of few words are the best men" . - (Act III, Scene II).
A Midsummer Night's Dream
"The course of true love never did run smooth". - (Act I, Scene I).
Much Ado About Nothing
"Everyone can master a grief but he that has it". - (Act III, Scene II).
Taming of the Shrew
"Out of the jaws of death". - (Act III, Scene IV).
"Thus the whirligig of time brings in his revenges". - (Act V, Scene I).
"For the rain it raineth every day". - (Act V, Scene I).
Troilus and Cressida
"The common curse of mankind, - folly and ignorance". - (Act II, Scene III).
(SHAKESPEARE’S MAJOR CHARACTERS)
Viola: Twelfth Night,………. Beatrice: Much Ado About Nothing……The Nurse: Romeo and Juliet……..Titania/Hippolyta: A Midsummer Night’s Dream……..Falstaff: Henry IV, Parts I and II, The Merry Wives of Windsor……….Iago: Othello……….Prospero: The Tempest………The Bear: The Winter’s Tale……… BRUTUS, JULIUS CAESAR…..Touchstone in As You Like It….The Fool in King Lear….
Important Scenes:
THE HOVEL SCENE IN KING LEAR,
	
THE CLOSET SCENE IN HAMLET,
PYRAMUS AND THISBE IN A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM

THE BALCONY SCENE IN ROMEO AND JULIET
THE COURT SCENE in THE MERCHANT OF VENICE,
THE Caskets STORY IN THE MERCHANT OF VENICE
THE RING EPISODE IN THE MERCHANT OF VENICE…
The Mouse Trap/Play within Play in Hamlet….




WILLIAM WORDSWORTH
The ocean is a mighty harmonist. (Ocean)
Come into the light of things. Let nature be your teacher. (Light)
Nature never did betray the heart that loved her. (Nature)
The child is the father of the man. (Children)
The flower that smells the sweetest is shy and lowly. (Flower)
Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting. (Birth)
The little unremembered acts of kindness and love are the best parts of a person's life.(Kindness)
The world is too much with us; late and soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers: Little we see in Nature that is ours. (World)
Plain living and high thinking are no more. (Idols)

	

		
	
	


JOHN KEATS
A thing of beauty is a joy for ever: (Endymion)
Fanatics have their dreams, wherewith they weave
A paradise for a sect. (The Fall of Hyperion)
Love in a hut, with water and a crust,
Is--Love, forgive us!--cinders, ashes, dust; ("Lamia")
The music, yearning like a God in pain. ("The Eve of Saint Agnes")
Pleasure is oft a visitant; but pain
Clings cruelly to us. ( Endymion)
If Poetry comes not as naturally as Leaves to a tree it had better not come at all. (letter to John Taylor)
My spirit is too weak--mortality
……Like a sick Eagle looking at the sky. ("On Seeing the Elgin Marbles")
O for a life of Sensations rather than of Thoughts! ( letter to Benjamin Bailey,)
"Beauty is truth, truth beauty,"--that is all
Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know. ("Ode on a Grecian Urn")
Time, that aged nurse. (Endymion)
A long poem is a test of invention which I take to be the Polar star of poetry, as fancy is the sails, and imagination the rudder. (letter to Benjamin Bailey)
That purple-lined palace of sweet sin.("Lamia")
Love is my religion--I could die for that. (letter to Fanny Brawne, Oct. 13, 1819)
O aching time! O moments big as years! ("Hyperion: A Fragment")
Away! away! I will fly to thee,
Not charioted by Bacchus and his pards,
But on the viewless wings of Poesy. ("Ode to a Nightingale")
Here lies one whose name was writ in water. (epitaph for himself.)


Heard melodies are sweet; but those unheard are sweeter. (Ode on a Grecian Urn)



Percy Bysshe Shelley
 “My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: 
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!” (Ozymandias)
 “Our sweetest songs are those of saddest thought.” (The Complete Poems)
 “A poet is a nightingale who sits in darkness and sings to cheer its own solitude with sweet sounds.” 
 “If winter comes, can spring be far behind?”  (Ode to the West Wind)
 “Music, when soft voices die, vibrates in the memory.” (The Complete Poems)
 “We look before and after,
And pine for what is not;
Our sincerest laughter
With some pain is fraught;
Our sweetest songs are those that tell 
Of saddest thought.” (The Complete Poems)
 “The more we study, the more we discover our ignorance” 
 “Rise like Lions after slumber
……Ye are many-they are few.” (The Masque of Anarchy): 
“A man, to be greatly good, must imagine intensely and comprehensively….. The great instrument of moral good is the imagination.” (A Defence of Poetry and Other Essays)
 “Poets and philosophers are the unacknowledged legislators of the world.” 
 “Joy, once lost, is pain” 
 “Fear not for the future, weep not for the past” 
 “The pleasure that is in sorrow is sweeter than the pleasure of pleasure itself.” 
 “Poetry is a mirror which makes beautiful that which is distorted” 
― Percy Bysshe Shelley
 “Know what it is to be a child? It is to be something very different from the man of today. 

“Death is the veil which those who live call life; 
They sleep, and it is lifted.” (Prometheus Unbound)
“All love is sweet, given or received...” 
 “When soul meets soul on lovers' lips.” (Prometheus Unbound)

G.B.SHAW
"Americans adore me and will go on adoring me until I say something nice about them."
"A doctor's reputation is made by the number of eminent men who die under his care."
"A government that robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul."
"A happy family is but an earlier heaven."
"Hell is full of musical amateurs."
"A learned man is an idler who kills time with study. Beware of his false knowledge: it is more dangerous than ignorance."
"A man never tells you anything until you contradict him."
"A man ought to be able to be fond of his wife without making a fool of himself about her."
"Lack of money is the root of all evil."
"All great truths begin as blasphemies."
"All professions are conspiracies against the laity."
"A fashion is nothing but an induced epidemic."
"A fool's brain digests philosophy into folly, science into superstition, and art into pedantry. Hence University education."
Most of the trouble in the world is caused by people wanting to be important.
Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape from emotion…
I have measured out my life with coffee spoons.
In my beginning is my end.
Humankind cannot bear very much reality.

Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood (The Road Not Taken)
 “These woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.” (Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening)
 “Love is an irresistible desire to be irresistibly desired.” 

 “Some say the world will end in fire,
Some say in ice. (Fire and Ice) (1923).
 “A poem begins as a lump in the throat, a sense of wrong, a homesickness, a lovesickness.” 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I —
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference. ("The Road Not Taken", (1916).)
 “I'm not confused. I'm just well mixed.” 
 “A diplomat is a man who always remembers a woman's birthday but never remembers her age.” 
 “To be a poet is a condition, not a profession.” 
Good fences make good neighbors. (Mending Wall)
Home is the place where, when you have to go there,
They have to take you in. ("The Death of the Hired Man (1914).)
Earth’s the right place for love:
I don’t know where it’s likely to go better.("Birches" (1920).)
Courage is of the heart by derivation,
And great it is. But fear is of the soul. (A Masque of Mercy (1947).
A man must partly give up being a man
With womenfolk. (Home Burial)

T.S.Eliot: Wasteland…
(April is the cruelest month, breeding lilacs out of the dead land…)
{My nerves are bad to-night. Yes, bad. Stay with me.	
'Speak to me. Why do you never speak? Speak.	
'What are you thinking of? What thinking? What?	
'I never know what you are thinking. Think.”}
{ “He who was living is now dead
We who were living are now dying
With a little patience.”}
{ “I think we are in rats’ alley	
Where the dead men lost their bones.”}
{ We think of the key, each in his prison	
Thinking of the key, each confirms a prison”}
{ London Bridge is falling down falling down falling down	}
PRUFROCK:
{ Let us go then, you and I,
When the evening is spread out against the sky
Like a patient etherized upon a table;}
{ No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be;}
{ In the room the women come and go
Talking of Michelangelo.}

W.B.YEATS:
Why should I blame her that she filled my days
With misery,…… Was there another Troy for her to burn? (No Second Troy)
Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.
Surely some revelation is at hand;
Surely the Second Coming is at hand. (Second Coming)
All changed, changed utterly:
A terrible beauty is born. (Easter, 1916)
How can we know the dancer from the dance? (Among School Children)
That is no country for old men…… To lords and ladies of Byzantium
Of what is past, or passing, or to come. (Sailing to Byzantium)
All perform their tragic play,
There struts Hamlet, there is Lear,
That’s Ophelia, that Cordelia. (Lapis Lazuli)
The words of a dead man
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