English Literature History
EARLY PERIODS OF LITERATURE
These periods are spans of time in which literature shared intellectual, linguistic, religious, and artistic influences. In the
Western tradition, the early periods of literary history are roughly as follows below:
A. THE CLASSICAL PERIOD (1200 BCE - 455 CE)
I. HOMERIC or HEROIC PERIOD (1200-800 BCE) Greek legends are passed along orally, including Homer's
The Iliad and The Odyssey. This is a chaotic period of warrior-princes, wandering sea-traders, and fierce pirates.
II. CLASSICAL GREEK PERIOD (800-200 BCE) Greek writers, playwrights, and philosophers such as Gorgias,
Aesop, Plato, Socrates, Aristotle, Euripides, and Sophocles. The fifth century (499-400 BCE) in particular is
renowned as The Golden Age of Greece. This is the sophisticated period of the polis, or individual City-State, and
early democracy. Some of the world's finest art, poetry, drama, architecture, and philosophy originate in Athens.
III. CLASSICAL ROMAN PERIOD (200 BCE-455 CE) Greece's culture gives way to Roman power when Rome
conquers Greece in 146 CE. The Roman Republic was traditionally founded in 509 BCE, but it is limited in size
until later. Playwrights of this time include Plautus and Terence. After nearly 500 years as a Republic, Rome slides
into dictatorship under Julius Caesar and finally into a monarchial empire under Caesar Augustus in 27 CE. This
later period is known as the Roman Imperial period. Roman writers include Ovid, Horace, and Virgil. Roman
philosophers include Marcus Aurelius and Lucretius. Roman rhetoricians include Cicero and Quintilian.
IV. PATRISTIC PERIOD (c. 70 CE-455 CE) Early Christian writings appear such as Saint Augustine, Tertullian,
Saint Cyprian, Saint Ambrose and Saint Jerome. This is the period in which Saint Jerome first compiles the Bible,
when Christianity spreads across Europe, and the Roman Empire suffers its dying convulsions. In this period,
barbarians attack Rome in 410 CE and the city finally falls to them completely in 455 CE.
B. THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD (455 CE-1485 CE)
I. THE OLD ENGLISH (ANGLO-SAXON) PERIOD (428-1066)
The so-called "Dark Ages" (455 CE -799 CE) occur when Rome falls and barbarian tribes move into Europe. Franks,
Ostrogoths, Lombards, and Goths settle in the ruins of Europe and the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes migrate to
Britain, displacing native Celts into Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. Early Old English poems such as Beowulf, The
Wanderer, and The Seafarer originate sometime late in the Anglo-Saxon period.
The Carolingian Renaissance (800- 850 CE) emerges in Europe. In central Europe, texts include early medieval
grammars, encyclopedias, etc. In northern Europe, this time period marks the setting of Viking sagas.
II. THE MIDDLE ENGLISH PERIOD (c. 1066-1450 CE)
In 1066, Norman French armies invade and conquer England under William I. This marks the end of the Anglo-
Saxon hierarchy and the emergence of the Twelfth Century Renaissance (c. 1100-1200 CE). French chivalric
romances--such as works by Chretien de Troyes--and French fables--such as the works of Marie de France and
Jeun de Meun--spread in popularity. Abelard and other humanists produce great scholastic and theological
works.
Late or "High" Medieval Period (c. 1200-1485 CE): This often tumultuous period is marked by the Middle English
writings of Geoffrey Chaucer, the "Gawain" or "Pearl" Poet, the Wakefield Master, and William Langland. Other
writers include Italian and French authors like Boccaccio, Petrarch, Dante, and Christine de Pisan.
C. THE RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION (c. 1485-1660 CE)
(The Renaissance takes place in the late 15th, 16th, and early 17th century in Britain, but somewhat earlier in Italy
and southern Europe, somewhat later in northern Europe.)
I. Early Tudor Period (1485-1558): The War of the Roses ends in England with Henry Tudor (Henry VII) claiming
the throne. Martin Luther's split with Rome marks the emergence of Protestantism, followed by Henry VIII's
Anglican schism, which creates the first Protestant church in England. Edmund Spenser is a sample poet.
II. Elizabethan Period (1558-1603): Queen Elizabeth saves England from both Spanish invasion and internal
squabbles at home. The early works of Shakespeare, Marlowe, Kydd, and Sidney mark Elizabeth's reign.
III. Jacobean Period (1603-1625): Shakespeare's later work, AemiliaLanyer, Ben Jonson, and John Donne.
IV. Caroline Age (1625-1649): John Milton, George Herbert, Robert Herrick, the "Sons of Ben" and others write
during the reign of Charles I and his Cavaliers.
V. Commonwealth Period or Puritan Interregnum (1649-1660): Under Cromwell's Puritan dictatorship, John
Milton continues to write, but we also find writers like Andrew Marvell and Sir Thomas Browne.
LATER PERIODS OF LITERATURE
These periods are spans of time in which literature shared intellectual, linguistic, religious, and artistic influences. In the
Western tradition, the later periods of literary history are roughly as follows below:
D. The Enlightenment (Neoclassical) Period (c. 1660-1790)
"Neoclassical" refers to the increased influence of Classical literature upon these centuries. The Neoclassical Period
is also called the "Enlightenment" due to the increased reverence for logic and disdain for superstition. The period
is marked by the rise of Deism, intellectual backlash against earlier Puritanism, and America's revolution against
England.
I. Restoration Period (c. 1660-1700): This period marks the British king's restoration to the throne after a
long period of Puritan domination in England. Its symptoms include the dominance of French and Classical
influences on poetry and drama. Sample writers include John Dryden, John Lock, Sir William Temple,
Samuel Pepys, and AphraBehn in England. Abroad, representative authors include Jean Racine and
Molière.
II. The Augustan Age (c. 1700-1750): This period is marked by the imitation of Virgil and Horace's literature
in English letters. The principal English writers include Addison, Steele, Swift, and Alexander Pope.
Abroad, Voltaire is the dominant French writer.
III. The Age of Johnson (c. 1750-1790): This period marks the transition toward the upcoming Romanticism
though the period is still largely Neoclassical. Major writers include Dr. Samuel Johnson, Boswell, and
Edward Gibbon who represent the Neoclassical tendencies, while writers like Robert Burns, Thomas Gray,
Cowper, and Crabbe show movement away from the Neoclassical ideal. In America, this period is called
theColonial Period. It includes colonial and revolutionary writers like Ben Franklin, Thomas Jefferson,
and Thomas Paine.
E. ROMANTIC PERIOD (c. 1790-1830)
Romantic poets write about nature, imagination, and individuality in England. Some Romantics include Coleridge,
Blake, Keats, and Shelley in Britain and Johann von Goethe in Germany. Jane Austen also writes at this time,
though she is typically not categorized with the male Romantic poets. In America, this period is mirrored in the
Transcendental Period from about 1830-1850. Transcendentalists include Emerson and Thoreau. Gothic
writings, (c. 1790-1890) overlap with the Romantic and Victorian periods. Writers of Gothic novels (the precursor
to horror novels) include Radcliffe, Monk Lewis, and Victorians like Bram Stoker in Britain. In America, Gothic
writers include Poe and Hawthorne.
F. VICTORIAN PERIOD And The 19th Century (c. 1832-1901)
Writing during the period of Queen Victoria's reign includes sentimental novels. British writers include Elizabeth
Browning, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Matthew Arnold, Robert Browning, Charles Dickens, and the Brontë sisters. Pre-
Raphaelites, like the Rossettis and William Morris, idealize and long for the morality of the medieval world. The
end of the Victorian Period is marked by intellectual movements of Aestheticism and "the Decadence" in the
writings of Walter Pater and Oscar Wilde. In America, Naturalist writers like Stephen Crane flourish, as do early
free verse poets like Walt Whitman and common measure poets like Emily Dickinson.
G. MODERN PERIOD (c. 1914-1945?)
In Britain, modernist writers include W. B. Yeats, Seamus Heaney, Dylan Thomas, W. H. Auden, Virginia Woolf,
and Wilfred Owen. In America, the modernist period includes Robert Frost and Flannery O'Connor as well as the
famous writers of The Lost Generation (also called the writers of The Jazz Age, 1914-1929) such as Hemingway,
Stein, Fitzgerald, and Faulkner. "The Harlem Renaissance" marks the rise of black writers such as Baldwin and
Ellison. Realism is the dominant fashion, but the disillusionment with the World Wars lead to new experimentation.
H. POSTMODERN PERIOD (c. 1945? onward)
T. S. Eliot, Morrison, Shaw, Beckett, Stoppard, Fowles, Calvino, Ginsberg, Pynchon, and other modern writers,
poets, and playwrights experiment with metafiction and fragmented poetry. Multiculturalism leads to increasing
canonization of non-Caucasian writers such as Langston Hughes, Sandra Cisneros, and Zora Neal Hurston. Magic
Realists such as Gabriel GarcíaMárquez, Luis Borges, AlejoCarpentier, Günter Grass, and Salman Rushdie
flourish with surrealistic writings embroidered in the conventions of realism.

Features of Chaucerian age:
A Modern Note, Medieval Chivalry, A Cross-section of Society, Trade, Commerce, and Craft, Medicine, The Church,Question Mark on Church Supremacy,Progressive Spirit, The New Learning, The Hundred Years' War, Degradation of Pope's Status, 
Features of Renaissance Period: (Elizabethan age)
The writers focused mostly on translating and studying classic Latin and Greek works. Many writers attempted to take the styles of ancient writers like Aristotle or Homer and apply them to their own works. Literature of the Renaissance focused largely on religion, classic antiquity, scholarship and politics. Sonnets also became a popular style of poetry. Some of the most famous Renaissance writers were William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe.
1- Humanism 2- Art 3- Science 4- Music 5- Religion 6- Self-awareness, 7- Moral philosophy, 
Characteristics of the Renaissance
In order to understand Renaissance literature, we need to take a little time to look at the Renaissance itself. The word 'Renaissance' means rebirth. The world was emerging from the Middle or 'Dark' Ages. The movement actually began in Italy and spread to England, and the English Renaissance occurred from 1500-1688.
One key characteristic of the Renaissance was the idea of the 'Divine Right' of kings to rule. Another was the development of humanistic ideas, such as the 'dignity of man.' It was a time of scientific inquiry and exploration. This was also the time of the Protestant Reformation, and the invention of the printing press.
Renaissance Literature
Now we will look at characteristics of Renaissance literature. The writers of the Renaissance not only wanted to imitate art, they hoped to change reality through art. Also, the writers reflected a spirit of exploration that was going on throughout the world. Renaissance writers like Shakespeare brought settings to life beyond the English borders. Writers also believed in the art of 'imitation,' gravitating toward the Greek and Roman writers and writing styles.
Renaissance Writers
Key Renaissance writers were John Milton, William Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser, Philip Sidney, and Ben Jonson. The invention of the printing press enabled writers to publish their works. Because of the printing press, literacy also increased. With more readers, there was a greater demand for literature. English literature was positive and forward thinking. English writers were 'trendsetters.' There was a whole world to discover and conquer.
 It emphasized reason, a questioning attitude, experimentation, and free inquiry.
This is contrasted with the medieval concern with faith, authority, and tradition.
3. It glorified the individual and approved worldly pleasures, viewing life as worthwhile for its own sake, not chiefly as a preparation for the life to come (salvation).
4. Focused attention upon secular society rather than the medieval preoccupation with the Church and religious affairs.
Humanism: Sir Thomas More (1478-1535)
* An Englishman, he wrote Utopia, a book about an ideal country that was free from war, injustice, poverty, and ignorance.
Influenced by the artistic achievements of Classical Greece and Rome. Particularly in sculpture and architecture---Renaissance artists often imitated classical works.

Features of Reformation:
THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION
1. Religious revolt against the authority and certain doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church.
2. Protestant: a Christian who is not of the Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox faiths.
Causes of the Reformation
1. Political
a. Resentment of Church Courts and claims of supremacy over civil authority.
b. Nationalism: the Pope was considered to be a foreign ruler with no right to interfere in the affairs of other nations.
2. Economic: "Jealousy of the Church's Wealth"
a. Desire to confiscate Church property.
b. The Tithe: too heavy a burden for the people; also, a constant flow of money out of the country to the Papacy.
c. Prohibiting Usury restricted the growth of business.
3. Intellectual: Impact of the Renaissance
a. Individualism: a desire for a direct relationship between the individual and God.
b. Questioning Attitude: some doubted the Church's religious authority (powers).
4. Church Abuses:
a. Worldliness: materialistic life of some Popes and higher clergy.
b. Nepotism: appointing of relatives to Church positions.
c. Simony: selling appointments to Church offices.
d. Sale of Indulgences: accepting money for church forgiveness of sins.
Indulgences: a grant of forgiveness for sins committed during the Crusades.
5. Decline of Church Prestige:
a. Babylonian Captivity (1309-1377)--- Papacy headquartered in Avignon, France under the domination of the French king.
b. Great Schism (1378-1417)--- Rival popes at both Avignon and Rome claiming to be the true pope and struggling for Church supremacy.

Features of Restoration Period( Age of Dryden)
Discarding Moral, Judgmental and Religious Themes, Moderation, Realism, Reason, preciseness…This period saw many innovations in theatre, including the important new genre called Restoration comedy. In stark contrast to the humble spiritual themes that were common to the literature before 1660, Restoration comedy was frequently crass, largely sexual, and often focused on the interactions of the elite members of English society. Popular writers of Restoration comedy include John Dryden, George Etherege, and William Congreve. Although Restoration literature is commonly considered to end around 1688, Restoration comedy was written into the 1700s….The start of the Restoration period roughly coincides with the beginning of what is known as theEnlightenment, which lasted until the end of the 18th century. The Enlightenment was defined by an emphasis on reason and logic; the thinkers of the period, moreover, helped develop the modern science that treats the natural world as a knowable and testable subject. Although the influence of the Enlightenment on the Restoration period is tremendous, it's important to note the humility towards human reason that is common to much Restoration literature. Many Restoration writers viewed the changes to their government, and the violence that these changes brought with them, as the direct result of those who dogmatically held to their ideology. In this sense, the political events that occurred in England provide insight into the skepticism that is at the heart of Restoration literature.

Features of Augustan age: (Age of Pope) (Age of Satire) THE CLASSICAL AGE, 
The dominant tone, Wit and intellectual conceits shaped the tone of much Augustan writing (following on from the clever arguments of the metaphysical poets). Satire had already been a feature of Restoration literature, prior to the Augustan era, but at that time it was more circumscribed due to threat of prosecution for defamation.
In the eighteenth century, satire and parody were more widely used across the spectrum of prose, poetry and dramatic works. Poets also bantered and argued over what should be the proper modes of poetic expression, and which topics were worthy of the art form. One such debate was about the role of the pastoral, for example.
Allusion
The Augustans were very much influenced by Milton's vast showcase of classical and biblical allusion, Paradise Lost (1667). Displaying ones familiarity with the classics and the Bible in a witty way was admired
Neoclassicism'
The desire for improvement was feature of the literature of thisage, and particularly of the literature, that was created bymiddle class writers who were most strongly influenced by themoral considerations. But the people of this age were quite ashostile, on the other hand, to the religious zeal and fanaticismor the Puritans.
Town life- the usual theme of poets…

Features of age of Johnson: (The age of transition)
Decline of the Party Feud: The rivalry between the Whigs and Tories still continues, but it had lost its previous bitterness.
The French Revolution: During the second half of the eighteenth century new ideas were germinating and new forces were gathering strength. The French Revolution of 1789 was only the climax to a long and deeply diffused unrest. Revolutionary ideas gave birth to democratic and humanitarian feelings, and influenced literature greatly.
(iii) Renaissance of Learning: This period is characterised by a kind of mild Renaissance of learning.
The realism, The Rise of Middle Class, The humanitarian spirit.
Search of Idealism, The development of Naturalism, Writers of the Age of Johnson focused on the qualities of intellect, reason, balance, and order.

Features of Romantic Era:

Imagination and emotion are more important than reason and formal rules; imagination is a gateway to transcendent experience and truth. 
2. Along the same lines, intuition and a reliance on “natural” feelings as a guide to conduct are valued over controlled, rationality. 
3. Romantic literature tends to emphasize a love of nature, a respect for primitivism, and a valuing of the common, "natural" man; Romantics idealize country life and believe that many of the ills of society are a result of urbanization. 
a. Nature for the Romantics becomes a means for divine revelation (Wordsworth) 
b. It is also a metaphor for the creative process—(the river in “Kubla Khan). 
4. Romantics were interested in the Medieval past, the supernatural, the mystical, the “gothic,” and the exotic; 
5. Romantics were attracted to rebellion and revolution, especially concerned with human rights, individualism, freedom from oppression; 
6. There was emphasis on introspection, psychology, melancholy, and sadness. The art often dealt with death, transience and mankind’s feelings about these things. The artist was an extremely individualistic creator whose creative spirit was more important than strict adherence to formal rules and traditional procedures. 
a. The Byronic hero 
b. Emphasis on the individual and subjectivity. 

Features of Victorian Era:
Typical Concerns
Christianity and God, personal duty and morals concerned early Victorian literature. Many Victorian protagonists struggle with right actions in given situations and move in a world populated by Christians, governed by God and organized by the Church of England. Novels tended to reinforce class hierarchy and the traditional domestic roles of women. However, Victorian literature also grapples with scientific and societal change; the publication of Charles Darwin’s “On the Origin of Species” and the growing movement for rights for laborers, women and children influenced writers such as Gaskell and Tennyson, who expressed sympathy for them in their works. Charles Dickens often wrote about the advance of industrialization in his novels, symbolized by the expansion of the steam engine train.
Societal Perceptions
The views of early Victorian protagonists and narrators often reflected pervasive stereotypes about class, race and gender. Victorians believed that the lower classes and other races were inherently inferior in their physical makeup and were irrational, childlike, superstitious, criminal, extremely sexual and dirty. In contrast, early Victorian literature upheld the Victorian gentleman - - morally upright, respectable, Christian, rational and middle class, as the ideal human being. Middle-class women rarely work in Victorian novels and symbolize the domestic sphere, which they rarely leave.
1. Literature of this age tends to come closer to daily life which reflects its practical problems and interests. It becomes a powerful instrument for human progress. Socially & economically, Industrialism was on the rise and various reform movements like emancipation, child labor, women’s rights, and evolution.
2. Moral Purpose: The Victorian literature seems to deviate from "art for art's sake" and asserts its moral purpose. Tennyson, Browning, Carlyle, Ruskin - all were the teachers of England with the faith in their moral message to instruct the world.
3. Idealism: It is often considered as an age of doubt and pessimism. The influence of science is felt here. The whole age seems to be caught in the conception of man in relation to the universe with the idea of evolution.
4. Though, the age is characterized as practical and materialistic, most of the writers exalt a purely ideal life. It is an idealistic age where the great ideals like truth, justice, love, brotherhood are emphasized by poets, essayists and novelists of the age.
Features of Modern Literature:
The horrors of World War I (1914-19), with its accompanying atrocities and senselessness became the catalyst for the Modernist movement in literature and art. Modernist authors felt betrayed by the war, believing the institutions in which they were taught to believe had led the civilized world into a bloody conflict. They no longer considered these institutions as reliable means to access the meaning of life, and therefore turned within themselves to discover the answers.
Their antipathy towards traditional institutions found its way into their writing, not just in content, but in form.
Gone was the Romantic period that focused on nature and being. Modernist fiction spoke of the inner self and consciousness. Instead of progress, the Modernist writer saw a decline of civilization. Instead of new technology, the Modernist writer saw cold machinery and increased capitalism, which alienated the individual and led to loneliness.
Modernity was also concerned with the artificial and constructed as opposed to the natural. Many modernists focused on the loss of the "old verities", whether religious or political.
1. Individualism, 2- Experimentation, 3- Absurdity, 4- Symbolism, 5- formalism


Important Writers:
William Shakespeare
1564: William Shakespeare is born in Stratford-upon-Avon. While the actual date of his birth is not known, it is traditionally celebrated on April 23rd.
1575: Queen Elizabeth visits Kenilworth Castle, near Stratford. Popular legend holds that the eleven-year-old William Shakespeare witnessed the pageantry attendant on the royal progress and later recreated it in his dramatic works.
1582: Shakespeare marries Anne Hathaway of Shottery. The eighteen-year-old Shakespeare and twenty-six-year-old Hathaway are married on November 27th at Temple Grafton, a village about five miles from Stratford.
1585(?): Shakespeare leaves Stratford sometime between 1585 and 1592, and joins a company of actors as a performer and playwright.
1589-90: Shakespeare probably writes Henry VI, Part One. The dates given for the composition of Shakespeare's plays, though based in scholarship, are somewhat conjectural.
1590-91: Shakespeare probably writes Henry VI, Part Two and Henry VI, Part Three.
1592: Shakespeare was known in London as an actor and playwright by this time as evidenced by his being mentioned in Robert Greene's pamphlet A Groats-worth of Wit. In this pamphlet (published this year), Greene chides Shakespeare as an "upstart crow" on the theater scene. Greene charges that Shakespeare is an unschooled player and writer who "borrows" material from his well-educated betters for his own productions.
London theaters are closed due to plague.
1592-93: Shakespeare probably writes Venus and Adonis, Richard III, and The Two Gentlemen of Verona.
1592-94: Shakespeare probably writes The Comedy of Errors.
1593: Shakespeare probably begins composing his sonnets. He will eventually write 154 sonnets.& 37 plays
Shakespeare's narrative poem Venus and Adonis is published.
1593-94: Shakespeare probably writes The Rape of Lucrece, Titus Andronicus, and The Taming of the Shrew.
1594: Shakespeare performs with the theater troupe the Lord Chamberlain's Men. The group includes leading actor Richard Burbage and noted comic performer Will Kempe.
1594-95: Shakespeare probably writes Love's Labour'sLost.
1594-96: Shakespeare probably writes King John.
1595: Shakespeare probably writes Richard II. The play is first performed the same year.
Shakespeare probably writes A Midsummer Night's Dream. The play is probably composed for performance at a wedding.
Shakespeare probably writes Romeo and Juliet.
1596: Henry Carey, Lord Hunsdon, Lord Chamberlain, and patron of the Lord Chamberlain's Men, dies.
Shakespeare's company comes under the patronage of George Carey, second Lord Hunsdon.
Shakespeare probably writes The Merry Wives of Windsor. The play was performed before the Queen during the Christmas revels.
1596-97: Shakespeare probably writes The Merchant of Venice, and Henry IV, Part One.
1597: Shakespeare purchases The New Place and the grounds surrounding the spacious Stratford home.
1598: Shakespeare appears in a performance of Ben Jonson's Every Man in His Humour, and is listed as a principal actor in the London performance.
Shakespeare probably writes Henry IV, Part Two.
1598-99: Shakespeare probably writes Much Ado About Nothing.
1599: Shakespeare probably writes Julius Caesar, Henry V, and As You Like It.
The Lord Chamberlain's Men lease land for the Globe Theatre. Nicholas Brend leases the land to leading shareholders in the Lord Chamberlain's Men, including Shakespeare. Later this year, the Globe Theatre opens.
Earliest known performance of Julius Caesar. Thomas Platter, a German traveler, mentions the production at the Globe Theatre on September 21st in his diary.
John Weever publishes the poem "Ad Guglielmum Shakespeare," in which he praises Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis, The Rape of Lucrece, Romeo and Juliet, and other works.
1600-01: Shakespeare probably writes Hamlet.
1601: Shakespeare probably writes the narrative poem The Phoenix and Turtle.
1601-02: Shakespeare probably writes Twelfth Night; or, What You Will andTroilus and Cressida.
Shakespeare probably writes All's Well That Ends Well.
1603: A Midsummer Night's Dream is performed before the Queen at Hampton Court.
Queen Elizabeth dies. The new king, James I (James VI of Scotland), arrives in London a month later, and proves to be a generous patron of the theater and of acting troupes.
King James grants a patent, or license, to Shakespeare's acting troupe, the Lord Chamberlain's Men. The patent is required for the troupe to perform. They take the name the King's Men to honor the new king.
The King's Men enact a play, probably As You Like It, before King James at Wilton.
Shakespeare appears in a performance of Ben Jonson's Sejanus. This is the last recorded occasion of Shakespeare appearing in a theatrical production.
An epidemic of the Black Death kills at least 33,000 in London. This is the worst outbreak of disease in London until the plague recurs in 1608.
1604: Shakespeare probably writes Measure for Measure. The play is staged at court before King James.
Shakespeare probably writes Othello. The play is first performed at Whitehall on November 1st.
1605: Shakespeare probably writes King Lear.
The Merchant of Venice is performed at court. The play is performed twice and is commended by the king.
Shakespeare probably writes Macbeth. This play's Scottish background was almost certainly intended to celebrate the new king's ancestry.
1606: Shakespeare probably writes Antony and Cleopatra.
1607: Hamlet and Richard III are performed. The plays are acted aboard the British ship Dragon at Sierra Leone.
1607-1608: Shakespeare probably writes Coriolanus, Timon of Athens, andPericles.
1608: The King's Men lease the Blackfriars Theatre. The Blackfriars was the first permanent enclosed theater in London. Shakespeare, Richard Burbage, Cuthbert Burbage, Thomas Evans, John Hemminges, Henry Condell, and William Sly lease the theatre for a period of twenty-one years. Stage directions indicate that Shakespeare wrote The Tempest with specific features of the new playhouse in mind.
London theaters are closed due to plague. This is one of the longest periods of theater closure due to plague: the playhouses are shut from spring 1608 throughout 1609.
1609: Shakespeare's sonnets are published. This publication of Shakespeare's sonnets is unauthorized.
1609-10: Shakespeare probably writes Cymbeline.
1610: The King's Men perform Othello at Oxford College during the summer touring season. An Oxford don records his impressions of the play in Latin, finding the spectacle of Desdemona's death, in particular, deeply moving.
1610-11: Shakespeare probably writes The Winter's Tale.
1611: Shakespeare probably writes The Tempest.
1612-13: Frederick V, the elector platine and future king of Bohemia, arrives in England to marry Elizabeth, King James's daughter. The King's Men perform several plays, including Othello and Julius Caesar.
Shakespeare probably writes Henry VIII, most likely collaborating with John Fletcher, another highly reputed dramatist, on this history play.
Shakespeare probably writes Cardenio, the only play of Shakespeare's that has been completely lost.
1613: Shakespeare probably writes The Two Noble Kinsmen. An entry in the Stationer's Register for 1634 indicates that this play was jointly written by Shakespeare and John Fletcher.
The Globe Theatre burns down.
1614: The Globe Theatre reopens on the opposite bank of the Thames.
1616: Shakespeare dies on April 23rd. His burial is recorded in the register of Stratford's Holy Trinity Church on April 25th.
1619: Hamlet and several other of Shakespeare's plays are performed at court as part of the Christmas festivities.
1623: Anne Hathaway Shakespeare dies.
Shakespeare's fellow actors, John Hemminges and Henry Condell, compile and publish thirty-six of the dramatist's works. This collection is known as the First Folio.
Geoffery Chaucer:
[bookmark: chronology]A Brief Chronology of Chaucer's Life and Times
[bookmark: Decameron]1300 Dante's Divine Comedy.

1300 Birth of Guillaume de Machaut, French musician and poet (died 1377).

1304 Birth of Francis Petrarch (died 1374).

1313 Birth of Giovanni Boccaccio (died 1375).

1321 Death of Dante Alighieri (b.1265).

1330 Birth of John Gower (died 1408).

1335 Boccaccio's Filostrato (source of Troilus).

1336-38 Boccaccio's Filocolo (possible source of The Franklin's Tale).

1337 Hundred Years War begins (ends 1453).

1339 Boccaccio begins Il TeseidadelleNozzed'Emilia (source of The Knight's Tale).

1340-45 Birth of Chaucer.

1346 Birth of Eustache Deschamps, French poet (died c. 1406).

1346 English victory at Crecy; see Jean Froissart, on the Hundred Years War (1337-1453).

1348-50 The Black Death; see the chilling description of the Plague in Boccaccio's Decameron, the introduction to the First Day. 

1349-51 Boccaccio's Decameron.

1356 English victory at Poitiers; see Jean Froissart, on the Hundred Years War (1337-1453).

1357 Chaucer a page in the household of the Countess of Ulster.

1359-60 Chaucer serves in the war in France.

1360 Chaucer, captured by the French, is ransomed (for 16 pounds).

1360 Peace with France, Treaty of Bretigny (lull in Hundred Years War; resumes in 1369).

1361-62 Severe recurrence of the Plague.

1360's Langland's Piers Plowman (The "A text"). 

1361-67 Jean Froissart, French poet and chronicler (c. 1337-1404) serves in the household of Queen Phillippa.

1366 Chaucer marries Philippa Roet, a lady-in-waiting in the Queen's household.

1366 Chaucer travels to Spain.

1366 Death of John Chaucer, Chaucer's father.

1367 Birth of Chaucer's son, Thomas.

1367 Chaucer serves as a "valettus" and later as a squire in the court of Edward III; granted a payment of 20 marks per annum for life.

1368 Chaucer travels to the continent (France probably) on "the King's service."

1368 Birth of Thomas Hoccleve (died 1450), who wrote poems as a "disciple" of Chaucer.

1368-72 Chaucer writes "Fragment A" of the Romaunt of the Rose, The Book of the Duchess, probably a good many lyrics in French and English, now lost, and such lyrics as The Complaint unto Pity and The Complaint to His Lady.

1369 Chaucer serves with John of Gaunt's army in France.

1370 Birth of John Lydgate, admirer and imitator of Chaucer (died 1450).

1370 Chaucer again serves with the army in France.

1372 Chaucer's wife Philippa in the household of John of Gaunt's wife.

1372 Chaucer travels to Italy (Genoa and Florence) on a diplomatic mission.

1374 Death of Petrarch.

1374 Chaucer granted a gallon pitcher of wine daily for life.

1374 Chaucer is appointed controller of the customs; granted a lease on a dwelling over Aldgate.

1375 Death of Boccaccio.

1375 Chaucer and Otho de Graunson (French knight and poet on whose poems Chaucer drew for his "Complaint of Venus") both receive grants from John of Gaunt.

1376-77 Several trips to France, negotiating for peace and the marriage of Richard.

1377 Edward III died; Richard II becomes king.

1377 Pope Gregory XI condemns doctrines of John Wycliffe (1335/38-1384); Lollard movement grows.

1378 The "Great Schism" -- rival Popes in Rome (Urban) and Avignon (Clement); See Deliberations of the University of Paris. The schism ends 1409. 

1378 Chaucer travels to Italy (Milan) on diplomatic mission.

1378 John Gower and Richard Forester have Chaucer's power of attorney while he travels abroad.

Late 1370's Chaucer writes Saint Cecelia (possibly later); The House of Fame, Anelida and Arcite.

1380 Cecily Chaumpaigne signs a document, releasing Chaucer from all actions in the case of my rape ("de raptumeo"). 

1380 Birth of Chaucer's second son, Lewis.

1380 Chaucer writes The Parliament of Fowls.

1381 The Peasants' Revolt; see the accounts in Gray's Scalacronica and the Anonimalle Chronicle.

1381 Death of Chaucer's mother, Agnes Chaucer.

1382-86 Chaucer writes Boece, Troilus and Criseyede.

1382 Chaucer's controllorship of the customs is renewed, with permission to have a deputy.

1382 The Bible is translated into English (The "Wyclifite Bible"; a later versions is made in 1388).

1385 Chaucer is granted a permanent deputy in the customs.

1385 Eustache Deschamps sends Chaucer a poem of praise, hailing him as "great translator, noble Geoffrey Chaucer." See Chaucer's Reputation.

1385-87 Chaucer writes "Palamoun and Arcite" (later used as The Knight's Tale); " The Legend of Good Women (though some parts are probably earlier and the prologue was later revised).

1385-89 Chaucer serves as justice of peace for Kent.

1386 Chaucer gives up the house in Aldgate; resigns from customs.

1386 Chaucer serves as member of Parliament for Kent (where he now probably lives).

1386/87 (Perhaps earlier) Chaucer is praised as a poet of Love and Philosophy by Thomas Usk, a younger contemporary (1350-88), author of The Testament of Love.

1387-90 John Gower's Confessioamantis (first "published" 1390; later revised). 

1387-92 Chaucer begins The Canterbury Tales.

1388 Some of Richard's closest supporters removed by the Lords Appellant; some (including Thomas Usk, an admirer and imitator of Chaucer) are executed.

1389 Chaucer is appointed clerk of the works at Westminster, Tower of London, and other royal estates.

1390 As clerk of the works, Chaucer has scaffolds built for jousts in Smithfield.

1390 Chaucer is robbed of horse, goods, 20 pounds, 6 shillings, 8 pence at Hacham, Surrey (perhaps robbed again a bit later).

1391-92 Chaucer writes Treatise of the Astrolabe (with additions 1393 and later).

1392-95 Chaucer writes most of The Canterbury Tales, including probably "The Marriage Group."

1394 King Richard II grants Chaucer an annuity of 20 pounds a year,

c. 1396 Chaucer writes "The Envoy to Bukton," in which the addressee is urged to read "The Wife of Bath."

1396-1400 Chaucer writes the latest of the Tales, including probably The Nun's Priest's Tale, The Canon's Yeoman's Tale (though part is probably earlier), the Parson's Tale, and several short poems, including the envoys to Scogan and Bukton and the "Complaint to His Purse."

1398 Chaucer is granted a tun of wine a year.

1399 Richard II is deposed; Henry IV becomes king.

1399 Chaucer leases a tenement, for 53 years, in the garden of the Lady Chapel at Westminster Abbey.

1399 King Henry IV confirms, and adds to, Chaucer's royal annuities.

1400 "The Complaint of Chaucer to His Purse."

1400 Chaucer's death (on 25 October, according to tradition).

JOHN MILTON:
	1608 
	December 9.  Born into the family of John Milton Sr., and his wife Sara, at the family home, "The Spreadeagle," Bread St., London.  The large house is within several blocks of St. Paul'sCathedral and in a well-to-do mercantile neighborhood. �John Milton Sr. is a prosperous scrivener-legal aide, real-estate agent, notary, preparer of documents, money-lender; he is also active as a composer of liturgical music. 

	1615 
	November 24. Brother Christopher born. 

	1618 
	Portrait painted by Cornelius Janssen (Leo Miller, Milton's Portraits 7-9).  Milton is tutored at home by Thomas Young, a Scottish Presbyterian who will come to be identified with the Puritan movement.  Young will present Milton with a Hebrew Bible and will trade Latin and Greek verses with him. 

	1620 (?) 
	Enters St. Paul's School, under the high master Alexander Gill.  After Milton's death, his brother Christopher told John Aubrey "When he [John] went to Schoole, when he was very young he studied very hard and sate-up very late, commonly till 12 or one a clock at night, & his father ordered the mayde to sitt-up for him, and in those years composed many Copies of Verses:�which might well become a riper age" (Darbishire 2, 10).  After the age of twelve, the young Milton "rarely retired to bed from my studies until midnight" (Columbia 8.119).  His best friend at St. Paul's is Charles Diodati, son of a prominent Protestant Italian doctor.  Charles will matriculate at Trinity College, Oxford, February 7, 1623. �Milton is also instituting a long-term friendship with Alexander Gill the younger, an under-usher at St. Paul's and about ten years older than Milton. 

	1625 
	February 12.  Admitted to Christ's College, Cambridge, under the tutor William Chappell. 

	1626 
	Dispute with Chappell causes him to be sent home to London or "rusticated"�temporarily.  While in London, Milton informs Charles Diodati that he is seeing classical comedies and tragedies performed.  When he returns to Cambridge, he is put under the tutor Nathaniel Tovey. 

	1627 
	June 11.  Lends his future father-in-law, Richard Powell, £500. 

	1629 
	Expresses dissatisfaction with the curriculum at Cambridge in his first Prolusion:�Milton avows that possibly half his audience of fellow students "bear[s]  malice" toward him (French 1:150).  Portrait painted (?).  Milton sees, and later derides, dramatic performances at Cambridge.  

December 25.  "On the Morning of Christ's Nativity"�composed before dawn. 

	1630  
	Charles Diodati attends the University of Geneva, Switzerland.  Edward King, the subject of Milton's "Lycidas," is given a fellowship at Christ's College. 

	1631  
	February.  Christopher Milton matriculates at Christ's College, under Milton's tutor Nathaniel Tovey. 

	1632  
	Milton's "On Shakespeare"  published in the Second Folio of Shakespeare's works.  

July 3.  Takes M. A.  cum laude at Cambridge.  He has evidently been on much better terms with fellow students, since his poems on the death of Hobson indicate convivial behavior (Parker I: 94) and his last college exercise, the Oratorio pro Arte ("oration on behalf of art"), discusses, among other things, the value of worthy and congenial friendship.  

Retires to family homes at Hammersmith, near London, and at Horton, in Buckinghamshire, to study for five years, at his father's expense, occasionally visiting London "for the purposes of learning something new in mathematics or music, in which I then delighted" (Columbia 8.120).  

November.  Christopher Milton admitted to Inner Temple, London, to study law. 

	1634 
	September 29. �Comus performed as part of the ceremonies honoring the installation of Thomas Egerton, the Lord President of Wales, at Ludlow Castle, on the border of England and Wales.  Sir Henry Wotton, Provost of Eton College, will be given a copy of the masque to read.  

Trades Greek and Latin verses with Alexander Gill the younger. 

	1637 
	Comus is published, anonymously at first, with the aid of the court composer Henry Lawes, who has written the music.  

April 3.  Mother Sara dies and is buried at Horton.  

September 2. �Writes to Charles Diodati that he is finishing an intense and "great period of my studies" (French 1:343).  

November. �"Lycidas" is written (Edward King, Milton's fellow pupil at Christ's College, in whose memory the poem was written, had drowned August 10). 

	1638 
	"Lycidas" is published in the Cambridge memorial volume for Edward King, Justa Edwardo King Naufrago ("In memory of Edward King, shipwrecked"). 

	April (?) 1638   
through  
early 1639 
	Tours Western Europe, passing quickly through France, then concentrating on Florence, Siena, Rome, Venice, Milan, and Naples, and returning by way of Geneva. �Milton meets Hugo Grotius, the famous Dutch legal scholar and poet, possibly in May, 1638, in Paris. 

	1638 
	Well received at meetings of the Academia Svogliati in Florence, where he reads his own Latin verse.  Presumably Milton goes to Vallombrosa, a monastery near Florence. �He also probably visits Galileo, then under house arrest by the Inquisition in Florence. �He attends an operatic performance at the palace of Cardinal Francesco Barberini, nephew to the Pope, in Rome, and visits the Vatican Library.  He meets the biographer of Torquato Tasso, Giovanni Batista, Marquis of Manso, in Naples.  Milton will write "Mansus" in his honor.  

A planned trip to Greece is canceled, apparently because of rumors of impending civil war in England. �Milton learns of Charles Diodati's death (Charles was buried in London August 27), possibly while visiting Giovanni Diodati, theologian and uncle of Charles, in Geneva. 

	1639-1640 
	Settles in London, instituting a kind of private secondary school or academy, at first with his nephews Edward and John Phillips, later with aristocratic children as well.  

Charles I�invades Scotland (1639). �The Long Parliament is convened (1640). 

	1640 
	June 30.  Repossesses Richard Powell's lands in Wheatly for non-payment of debt. 

	1641 
	May.  Of Reformation published.  

June or July.  Of Prelatical Episcopacy published.  

July.  Animadversions published. 

	1642 
	February. �The Reason for Church Government published.  

May (?).  Marries Mary Powell. �She leaves him about a month later, to return to the Powell family household near Oxford, and does not return. �The Powell family declare on the side of the Royalists.  

August. �The Civil War begins.  

October.  Milton's brother Christopher begins service on the side of the Royalists while in residence in the city of Reading (Parker 1: 231). �Royalist army maintains its headquarters in Oxford. �Battle of Edgehill October 23. 

	1643 
	August 1.  Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce published. 

	1644 
	February 2.  Second, augmented edition of Doctrine and Discipline published.  

June 5.  Of Education published.  

July 2.  Battle of Marston Moor (turning point in the War).  

August 6.  The Judgement of Martin Bucer Concerning Divorce published.  

November 23.  Areopagitica published. 

	1645 
	March 4.  Tetrachordon and Colasterion published.  

Poems of Mr. John Milton, Both English and Latin...1645 registered for publication.  

Makes plans to marry the daughter of a Dr. Davis, "a very Handsome and Witty Gentlewoman"�(Darbishire 66).  Mary Powell returns.  

June 14.  Battle of Naseby (end of Charles I's hopes to achieve a military settlement). 

	1646  
	The entire Powell family, having been ejected from Oxford as Royalist when the forces of King Charles were no longer in ascendancy there, moves in with Milton.  

January 2.  Poems...1645 published.  

July 29.  Daughter Anne born. 

	1647  
	January 1.  Father-in-law Richard Powell dies.  

March.  John Milton, Sr. dies, leaving a "moderate estate" (Darbishire 32-33) including the Bread St. house.  

April 21. �Writes to his Italian friend Carlo Dati, lamenting that he is surrounded by uncongenial people (Yale 2: 762-73).  

The Milton family, after the Powell relatives have returned to Oxford, moves from the larger house in the Barbican to a smaller one in High Holborn, near Lincoln's Inn Fields, a quiet neighborhood. 

	1648  
	October 25.  Daughter Mary born. 

	1649  
	January 30. �Public execution of King Charles I:�"Milton was probably there" (Parker 1:345).  

February 13.  Tenure of Kings and Magistrates published.  

March.  Invited to become Secretary for the Foreign Tongues (a post dealing with diplomatic correspondence, usually in Latin) by the Council of State. �Milton was appointed Secretary March 15, at £288 per year, and ordered to answer EikonBasilike, the book supposedly written by Charles I on the eve of his execution, which depicts the King's image (icon) as that of a martyr.  

May 11.  Salmasius's DefensioRegia ("defense of kingship") appears.  

May 16.  Observations on the Articles of Peace published.  

October 6.  Eikonoklastes ("breaker of icons") published.  

November 19. �Given lodgings for official work at Scotland Yard. 

	1650  
	Ordered by  Council of State to answer Salmasius. 

	1651  
	February 24.  Defensio pro populoAnglicano ("defense of the English people," to vindicate the actions of the English on the Continent) published.  

March 16.  Son John born.  

Milton family moves to "a pretty Garden-house in Petty-France in Westminster ... opening into St. James's Park" (Darbishire 71). 

	1652  
	February. �Becomes totally blind towards the end of the month, most likely as the result of glaucoma.  At the age of 44….

May 2.  Daughter Deborah born.  

May 5. �Wife Mary dies, probably from complications following childbirth.  

June 16 (?).  Son John dies under somewhat mysterious circumstances (may have been neglected by a nurse; see Parker, Milton 1: 412).  

August.  Pierre du Moulin's regiiSanguinis Clamor ("the outcry of the King's blood") published, in reply to Milton's Defensio.  Milton is ordered to reply to it by the Council of State. 

	1653 
	February 20.  Writes a letter recommending that Andrew Marvell, because of his abilities as translator and scholar, become his assistant.  

September 3.  Salmasius dies. 

	1654 
	May 30.  DefensioSecunda published. 

	1655 
	Allowed to use the services of an amanuesis to take dictation for him in Secretaryship; translation duties limited. �Milton resumes private scholarship, preparing a Latin dictionary and Greek lexicon; possibly he works on De Doctrina Christiana ("On Christia Doctrine"), his summary of his own theological beliefs; possibly works on Paradise Lost.  Salary reduced from £288 to £150, but that becomes a pension for life.  

August 8.  Defensio Pro Se ("defence of himself") published. 

	1656 
	November 12. �Marries Katherine Woodcock. 

	1657 
	October 19.  Daughter Katherine born. 

	1658 
	February 3.  Katherine Woodcock dies.  

March 17. �Daughter Katherine dies.  

September 3.  Oliver Cromwell dies. 

	1659 
	February 16 (?).  A Treatise of Civil Power published.  

March 3.  Ready and Easy Way To Establish a Free Commonwealth published in its first edition.  

Goes into hiding at a friend's house in Bartholomew Close to escape possible retaliation from Charles II's loyalists "where he liv'd till the Act of Oblivion [the act pardoning most of those who had abjured Charles I] came forth" (Darbishire 74).  

June 16.  Parliament looks into the possibility of having Milton arrested.  

June 27.  The hangman of London burns Defensio pro populoAnglicano and Eikonoklastes publicly.  

August.  The Likeliest Means to Remove Hirelings out of the Church published.  

August (?).  Takes a house in Holborn, near Red Lion Fields. �Milton moves from there shortly to a house in Jewin Street, in September, in fear for his life (Darbishire 74-75).  

October (?).  Arrested and imprisoned.  

December 15. �Released by order of Parliament. �On December 17, Andrew Marvell protests in Parliament that Milton's jail fees (£150) were excessive. 

	1660 
	May 30. �Restoration of King Charles II.  

Revised edition of the Ready and Easy Way. 

	1662 
	Begins tutoring Thomas Ellwood, a young Quaker who would mention the circumstances of the publication of Paradise Lost and Paradise Regain'd in his own autobiography.  

June (?).  Sonnet to Sir Henry Vane published. �Vane executed June 14, after eloquently defending the sovereignty of parliament. 

	1663 
	February 24.  Marries Elizabeth Minshull.  Problems arise in the family before and after the marriage. �His daughter Mary is said to have wished him dead rather than married, and several of his daughters are said to have conspired to sell some of his books "to the dunghill women" (Parker 1: 586).  

The family moves from Jewin Street to "a House in the artillery-walk [a miltiary marching ground] leading to Bunhill Fields."  "here he finisht his noble Poem, and publisht it in the year 1666" (Darbishire 75). 

	1665 
	Thomas Ellwood acts as agent, securing a house for Milton in Chalfont St. Giles, Buckinghamshire, to avoid a visitation of the plague in London.  ("Milton's Cottage,"  the only residence in which Milton lived that has been preserved, is now open to the public.) 

	1666 
	The poet's father's house in Bread Street is among those destroyed in the Great Fire of London, which also burns most of the printing houses. 

	1667 
	Paradise Lost published, in ten books. �Milton's agreement with Samuel Simmons the printer is the earliest author's contract preserved (Lindenbaum). 

	1668 
	Paradise Lost reissued with a new title page, the arguments, and other preliminary matter. 

	1669 
	June.  Accidence Commenced Grammar published. 

	1670 
	Milton's portrait painted in pastels, then engraved, by William Faithorne.  

November (?).  History of Britain published, with the Faithorne engraving as frontispiece. 

	1671 
	Paradise Regain'd and Samson Agonistes published together.  The date of composition of Samson Agonistes is still in dispute. 

	1672 
	May (?).  Art of Logic published. 

	1673 
	May (?).  Of True Religion published.  

November (?).  Poems, &c. upon Several Occasions ...1675 published. 

	1674 
	May.  EpistolaeFamiliares ("familiar letters" or "letters to friends") and Prolusiones ("prolusions,"�college exercises) published.  

July 6 (?).  Second edition of Paradise Lost published, in twelve books, with commendatory poems by "S.B." and Andrew Marvell.  

November.  Dies "in a fit of the gout, but with so little pain or emotion that the time of his expiring was not perceived by those in the room" (French 5: 96) at some time between November 8 and November 10.  

November 12. �Buried near his father in the church of St. Giles, Cripplegate. 


Christopher Marlowe:
	Christopher Marlowe Timeline and Biography

	
	1564
	Christopher Marlowe was the son of John Marlowe and his wife Catherine Arthur and was baptised 26 Feb 1564 at St. George's Church, Canterbury
His early education was at King's School, Canterbury
 

	
	1584
	He was awarded a scholarship to Corpus Christi College, Cambridge and awarded a BA in 1584
 

	
	1587
	Between 1584 and 1587 Christopher Marlowe was believed to have been recruited as a spy into the network of Sir Thomas Walsingham. He disappeared, possibly to Europe on a spying mission and was awarded his MA on the instructions of the Privy Council
 

	
	1587
	Christopher Marlowe entered the royal court circle and started his literary work associating with the great court poets such as Sir Walter Raleigh. He became a member of the secret society called "The School of Night" which was closely related to the mysterious Rosicrucian movement
In this year he became associated with Lord Admiral's Company of Players, led by Edward Alleyn, as a Dramatist
 

	
	1587
	Christopher Marlowe wrote Tamburlaine the Great which was written in 1587 and printed in 1590 ( all other works by Christopher Marlowe were printed postumously)
He shared lodgings near the theatres in Southwark, London with Thomas Kyd
 

	
	1588
	Christopher Marlowe wrote Dr. Faustus in 1588
 

	
	1589
	Christopher Marlowe wrote the Famous Tragedy of the Rich Jew of Malta in 1589
He spent two weeks in NewgateGaol charged with murder, although he was later acquitted.
 

	
	1590
	Edward the Second was written in about 1590 and printed in 1594
Christopher Marlowe was a great poet and his most famous work was 'The Passionate Shepherd to His Love' which was the subject of a well-known "reply" by Walter Raleigh, called 'The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd'. 
 

	
	1592
	The poem of Hero and Leander was written 
 

	
	1593
	The Massacre at Paris was acted in 1593
 

	
	1593
	12 May: Thomas Kyd was arrested by the Privy Council as writer of the seditious notices. Kyd was imprisoned and tortured in the Tower of London when he implicated Christopher Marlowe who was branded an Atheist and heretic
18 May: A warrant was issued by the Star Chamber for the poet's arrest on charges of heresy, which carried the death penalty - but Christopher Marlowe died before he was made to face the interrogation and probable torture
 

	
	1593
	The mysterious death of Christopher Marlowe:
Christopher Marlowe met with three friends (who were also known to be men were spies and secret agents for Francis Walsingham) in Stepney. They had met at a house owned by Eleanor Bull who was the sister Blanche Parry, cousins of John Dee with close connections with Queen Elizabeth. The house was believed to have been a safe meeting place for the agents of Francis Walsingham and Lord Burghley.
Marlowe apparently argued with his friend Ingram Frizer and was lethally stabbed in the eye by his friend. Frizer subsequently pleaded self-defence and immediately received a Royal pardon from Queen Elizabeth



Ben Johnson:
When and Where was Ben Jonson Born?
11th June 1572, Westminster, London, England.
Chronology/Biography of Ben Jonson:
1574: His mother remarries.
1592: Returned to England after serving in the army in Flanders in Francis Vere's regiment. He had joined the army to escape the bricklaying trade of his stepfather.
1593: Death of Ben Jonson's eldest daughter Mary.
1597: Joins up with Philip Henslowe in a theatrical company as playwright and performer at the Rose Theatre. Sent to prison for collaborating on a seditious satire called "The Isle of Dogs." by Queen Elizabeth's interrogator, Richard Topcliffe. Jonson was imprisoned in Marshalsea Prison and charged with "Leude and mutynous behavior".
1598: Jonson's second known play, "Every Man in His Humour", was performed at the Globe Theatre by the Lord Chamberlain's Men and had William Shakespeare in the cast. Jonson accidentally kills Gabriel Spencer, another actor, in a duel in Hogsden Fields, in Shoreditch. He is tried at the Old Bailey for murder but is not hanged due to pleading the benefit of clergy. (He had to recite a short bible verse). He converts to Roman Catholicism whilst in prison. When released from Newgate Prison he had a felon's brand placed on his thumb.
1600: The satire "Cynthia's Revels" was put on at the Blackfriars Theatre by the Children of the Chapel Royal.
1601: The so called "War of the Theatres" broke out with Jonson arrogantly assuming his superiority and [performing "The Poetaster" which satirised other writers. Other dramatists such as Thomas Dekker and John Marston struck back by writing plays about him.
1603: Accession of King James the First and Jonson and other writers welcomed the new king. Briefly imprisoned by the authorities again for his play "Sejanus: His Fall" which offended the Privy Council. Death of his eldest son Benjamin from the plague,
1604: Ben Jonson ceased his feuding with Dekker and worked together with him on "The King's Entertainment" and with Marston and George Chapman on "Eastward Ho". He was sent to prison for his his views which are thought to be controversial by the Establishment
1605: As a catholic Jonson was now a suspect after the Gunpowder Plot of Guy Fawkes.
1610: Converts back to the Anglican religion.
1616: Publication of his complete works in a folio edition. Appointed as the first actual Poet Laureate and given a pension of 100 Marks by the King. The play "The Devil is an Ass" was a comparative failure and Jonson then turned his attention to writing masques.
1618: Ben Jonson travels to Scotland by foot.
1619: The Scottish poet Drummond recorded a conversation with him on the banks of the River Esk. He was made anhonary citizen of Edinburgh. Receives an honorary degree from Oxford University on his return to England.
1623: Death of Camden.
1625: Death of King James the First and the Accession of King Charles the First. Jonson felt pushed out at the new court. Quarreled with Inigo Jones which curtailed his writing of masques.
1628: Jonson is appointed as the City Chronologer of London. Suffers a stroke later in the year.
1635: Death of his second son, also called Benjamin. Jonson became the leader of a group of writers later in life called the "Sons of Ben". Men such as Thomas Carew, Robert Herrick, Richard Lovelace and Sir John Suckling gathered at the Mermaid Tavern in Cheapside to toast his success. The group later called themselves the "Cavalier Poets".
Written Works:
1598: "Every Man in his Humour".
1599: "Every Man out of his Humour".
1600: "Cynthia's Revels"
1601: "The Poetaster"
1603: "The Entertainment of the Queen and Prince at Althorp". "Sejanus, His Fall".
1604: "The Coronation Triumph". "The King's Entertainment"
1605:"The Masque of Blackness"
1606: "Hymenaei" (Masque). "Volpone, or the Fox".
1608: "Two Royal Masques". ("Masque of Beauty" and "Masque of Queens")
1609: "Epicoene, or the Silent Woman". "The Masque of Queens".
1610: "The Alchemist"
1611: "Catiline His conspiracy". "Love Freed from Ignorance and Folly". (Masque). "Oberon the Fairy Prince".
1614: "Bartholomew Fair"
1615: "The Golden Age Restored".
1616: "The Devil is an Ass". "Mercury Vindicated from the Alchemists at Court".
1617: "The Vision of Delight".
1620: "News from the New World Discovered in the Moon".
1623: "Time Vindicated to Himself and to his Honours". (Masque).
1624: "Neptune's Triumph for the Return of Albion". (Masque).
1625: "The Staple of News".
1629: "The New Inn or the Light of the Heart".
1631: "Chlorida: Rites to Chloris and her Nymphs". (Masque).
1632: "The Magnetic Lady or Humours Reconciled".
1633: "The Tale of a Tub"
1640: "Complete Works": Vol 2 of First Folio.
1641: "Sad Shepherd's Tale" (left unfinished at his death and published posthumously). 
(1692): "Complete Works": Second Folio.

Edmund Spenser:
Approx1552 Born in or near 1552 to a family of modest means
Approx 1561 As a boy he entered the Merchant Taylors` school, probably at its opening in 1561 under the celebrated humanist and pedagogical writer Richard Mulcaster
1569 Jan van der Noot`s A theatre for Worldlings, including poems translated from Spenser from French sources, published in London by Henry Bynneman
1569 Spenser left school and matriculated as a sizar at Pembroke Hall (now Pembroke College), Cambridge
1573 Spenser graduates B.A. from Pembroke, eleventh in a list of one hundred and twenty students
1576 received his M.A. from Cambridge
1578 Spenser serving as secretary to John Young, Bishop of Rochester, in Kent
1579 Spenser was accepted into the employment of the Earl of Leicester, and was living in Leicester House on the Strand.
1579 Spenser back in London, in the employment of the Earl of Leicester
1579 The ShepheardesCalender entered into the Stationers` Register
1580 Spenser-Harvey correspondence entered into the Stationers` Register, June
1580 Spenser was appointed secretary to Arthur, fourteenth Lord Grey de Wilton, then leaving England to take up office as Lord Deputy of Ireland
1580 Spenser accompanies Grey on a military expedition to encounter Papal forces at Smerwick
11/09/1580 Fort surrenders and 600 captives executed. Spenser returns thereafter with Grey to Dublin, arriving by the end of the year
1581 Spenser and LodowickBryskett with Grey during negotiations with TurloghLynagh O`Neill at the Blackwater. Spenser subsequently accompanies Grey on an expedition against Baltinglas and Feagh McHugh
1581 Spenser was appointed clerk of the Chancery for Faculties in Dublin
1582 Spenser leases New Abbey, County Kildare, August
1582 Grey recalled, Spenser discharged from secretaryship
1583 Spenser serves as deputy to Bryskett who receives patent for the Clerkship of Munster.
1583 Earl of Desmond killed near Tralee
1586 Spenser was allotted 3,028 acres near Doneraile, including the old castle at Kilcolman, of what was once the Earl of Desmond`s land
1588 appointed the post of Clerk of the Council of Munster
1588 Spenser occupies Kilcolman, although the royal grant is yet to be official
1589 Official confirmation of Spenser`s right to Kilcolman and its 3,028 acres
1590 Spenser writes his Letter of the Authors, to Sir Walter Ralegh, January
1590 The Faerie Queene, Books I-III, published in London
1591 Spenser granted a life pension of £50 per annnum by Elizabeth
1591 Spenser completes Colin clouts come home againe while at Kilcolman
1592 Publication of Daphnaïda in London
1592 Cuthbert Burbie publishes the pseudo-Platonic dialogue Axiochus, the translation of which is attributed to `Edw: Spenser`
1594 Spenser serving as Queen`s Justice for County Cork
06/11/1594 Spenser marries Elizabeth Boyle
1595 Publication of Amoretti and Epithalamion, Colin clouts come home againe, and Astrophel
1596 Publication of the first six books of The Faerie Queene, FowreHymnes, Prothalamion
1597 Spenser acquires Renny in south Cork, on behalf of his son Peregrine
1598 Spenser designated Sheriff of Cork
1598 Kilcolman sacked. Spenser and his family flee to the city of Cork
1598 Spenser leaves Cork for London, carrying messages from Sir THomas Norris to the Privy Council
01/13/1599 Spenser dies at Westminster
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